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ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

JUNE 18, 2024 

REGULAR MEETING/ELECTRONIC MEETING – 6:00 P.M. 

PUBLIC HEARING/ELECTRONIC MEETING -6:00 P.M. 

PUBLIC HEARING/ELECTRONIC MEETING – 6:00 P.M. 

ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS - 56 NORTH 100 WEST 

 

 

Mayor Melani Torgersen called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Escalante City Council 

Chambers. 

 

Present at said meeting were Mayor Torgersen, Council members Blaine Porter, Sally Orme, 

Lenza Wilson, Marlene Stowe, Chad Lyman, City Attorney Barry Huntington and City Recorder 

Stephanie Steed.  

 

Also present were Janalee Bernardo, Fred Spencer, Terence Tontlewicz, Julie Brugger, 

Lawrence Barnes, Bill Weppner and Paula L. McNeill.  

 

Mayor Torgersen led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

Council member Porter moved to adopt the agenda as written. Council member Lyman 

seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Lyman, Wilson, Orme 

and Porter voting aye.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF JUNE 4, 2024 MEETING 

Council member Orme moved to approve the minutes of the June 4, 2024 meeting as 

written. Council member Stowe seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council 

members Wilson, Orme, Lyman, Stowe and Porter voting aye.  

 

OPEN PUBLIC HEARING 

Council member Lyman moved to open the public hearing at 6:02 p.m. Council member 

Wilson seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Porter, Orme, Lyman, 

Stowe and Wilson voting aye.  

 

ORDINANCE 2024-10 – AMENDING ORDINANCE 1.32.020 COMPENSATION OF 

ELECTIVE AND STATUTORY OFFICERS.  

Mayor Torgersen explained Ordinance 2024-10 Compensation of Elective and Statutory Officers 

and asked if there were any questions or comments from the public.  

 

There were no questions or comments from the public. 

 

CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING 

Council member Orme moved to close the public hearing at 6:03 p.m. Council member 

Porter seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Porter, Wilson, 

Orme and Lyman voting aye.  
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DECISION ON ORDINANCE 2024-10 – AMENDING ORDINANCE 1.32.020 

COMPENSATION OF ELECTIVE AND STATUTORY OFFICERS. 

Council member Wilson asked when the last time the compensation was changed. Mayor 

Torgersen said it has been a while. Council member Wilson said he does not see a problem with 

the raise in compensation for the Mayor and Council. Council member Wilson moved to adopt 

Ordinance 2024-10. Council member Lyman seconded the motion. Motion carried with 

Council members Lyman, Orme, Stowe, Porter and Wilson voting aye.  

 

OPEN PUBLIC HEARING 

Council member Stowe moved to open the public hearing at 6:05 p.m. Council member 

Orme seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Porter, Orme, Lyman, 

Stowe and Wilson voting aye.  

 

RESOLUTION 2024-11 ADOPTING THE 2023-2024 REVISED BUDGET  

Mayor Torgersen explained the revised budget and asked if there were any questions.  

 

There were no questions or comments from the public. 

 

RESOLUTION 2024-12 ADOPTING THE 2024-2025 BUDGET  

Mayor Torgersen explained the 2023-2024 proposed budget and asked if there were any 

questions.  

 

There were no questions or comments from the public. 

 

ORDINANCE 2024-13 ADOPTING ORDINANCE 7.04.060 USE OF CITY RIGHT-OF-

WAY 

Mayor Torgersen explained Ordinance 2024-13 and asked if there were any questions or 

comments. 

 

There were no questions or comments from the public. 

 

CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING 

Council member Orme moved to close the public hearing at 6:07 p.m. Council member 

Porter seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Lyman, Stowe, Orme, 

Porter and Wilson voting aye. 

 

DECISION ON RESOLUTION 2024-11 ADOPTING THE 2023-2024 REVISED BUDGET 

Mayor Torgersen asked if there were any questions on the revised budget or need for discussion.  

Council member Porter moved to adopt Resolution 2024-11. Council member Stowe 

seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Orme, Porter, Lyman 

and Stowe voting aye.  

 

DECISION ON RESOLUTION 2024-12 ADOPTING THE 2024-2025 BUDGET 

The proposed Budget includes a five percent cost of living raise. Mayor Torgersen asked if there 

were any questions on the proposed budget or need for discussion. Council member Lyman 

moved to adopt Resolution 2024-12. Council member Orme seconded the motion. Motion 

carried with Council members Wilson, Orme, Lyman, Porter and Stowe voting aye.  
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DECISION ON ORDINANCE 2024-13 ADOPTING ORDINANCE 7.04.060 USE OF 

CITY RIGHT-OF-WAY 

Council member Stowe said she is concerned on section 3-1 d prohibiting parking livestock 

trailers on the City right-of-way. Mayor Torgersen said she thought the council talked about it 

being unlicensed trailers. Council member Wilson asked City Attorney Huntington if they could 

consolidate section 3-1 a, b, c, and d to say unlicensed vehicles and trailers and add operable to 

section 2 B. City Attorney Huntington said that would work and it is not a complete list of 

prohibited uses because it states, “but is not limited to”. Council member Wilson moved to 

adopt Ordinance 2024-13 with the changes discussed above, consolidate section 3-1 a, b, c, 

and d to say unlicensed vehicles and trailers and add operable to section 2 B. Council 

member Lyman seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Orme, Stowe, 

Porter, Wilson and Lyman voting aye. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

There were no public comments at this time.  

 

PLANNING AND ZONING ITEMS  

PLANNING AND ZONING UPDATES 

JANALEE BERNARDO –CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT - STATE IMPOUND YARD 

(ESSENTIAL FACILITIES) 1125 SOUTH CENTER STREET – RR-1 

Council member Stowe explained this item. Council member Stowe said during the Planning and 

Zoning meeting there was a couple that owns property next to Ms. Bernardo that commented 

they were in favor of issuing the permit. Council member Stowe said during that meeting Ms. 

Bernardo asked if she were to sell her property if the Conditional Use Permit would go with the 

property or if the new owners would have to apply for a new permit. Council member Stowe said 

Ms. Bernardo was told the Conditional Use Permit is for her and any new owners would have to 

apply for a new one. Council member Stowe said Planning and Zoning recommends the 

Conditional Use Permit to the City Council for approval. Council member Porter moved to 

approve the Conditional Use Permit for Ms. Bernardo. Council member Orme seconded 

the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, Lyman, Porter, Orme and 

Stowe voting aye.  

  

SCHEDULED ITEMS 

FIRE DEPARTMENT - BATTERIES FOR SCBA’S 

FRED SPENCER 

Mr. Spencer explained the Fire Department would like to use their remaining budget to order 

rechargeable batteries for their SCBA’s. This item was discussed at length. Council member 

Lyman moved to purchase batteries for the Fire Departments SCBA’s up to $4,100.00. 

Council Porter member seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members 

Lyman, Stowe, Porter, Orme and Wilson voting aye.  

 

SHADE STRUCTURE AND INSTALLATION FOR CITY PARK PLAYGROUND  

Council member Stowe explained the shade structure. Council member Stowe said the 

installation seems like a lot of money but due to state codes and liability she feels it would be 

best to have the company do the installation. Mayor Torgersen said the new shade will help 

preserve the playground equipment. This item was discussed at length. Council member Stowe 

moved to purchase the Shade Structure and have it installed for $73,850.00. Council 
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member Lyman seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Wilson, 

Orme, Porter, Lyman and Stowe voting aye.  

 

ROAD MAINTENANCE 

Council member Lyman explained he would like to widen Center Street on the South end of 

Town. Council member Lyman said in some places Center Street is too narrow and the shoulder 

is chipping off. Council member Porter said the city has waterlines on the edge of the existing 

road. Council member Lyman said he would like to go look at the road with Council member 

Porter. Council member Lyman said there are also corners around town that are chipping off and 

he would like to order some cold mix and road base to fix them. Council member Lyman said he 

has a call into the County to see if the city can get some hot mix for the streets when they are 

hauling again. This item was discussed at length. Council member Lyman moved to purchase 

road base and cold mix for the City Roads up to $10,000.00. Council member Porter 

seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Porter, Lyman, Wilson, Stowe 

and Orme voting aye. 

 

MOVE POWER POLES FROM CITY STREET 

Council member Lyman explained Garkane Energy has two power poles in the road easement on 

two hundred South and three hundred East. Council member Lyman said the road is a two-track 

road but needs to be brought up to grade. Council member Lyman said he has contacted Garkane 

Energy and they quoted him $8,000.00 to $11,000.00 to move the poles. Council member Lyman 

said he is not sure if it is the City’s responsibility to pay for the removal or if it is Garkane 

Energy’s. Council member Lyman said Garkane Energy told him they have a right of way access 

in the City right of way. City Attorney Huntington said normally utility companies have an 

easement for ingress and egress. Council member Lyman asked who should bear the cost to 

move the poles where the road has not been maintained. City Attorney Huntington said Garkane 

Energy can argue that the poles have been there for years, but we can ask them to share the cost. 

This item was discussed at length and Council member Lyman will contact Garkane Energy to 

see if they would be willing to share the cost. Council member Lyman moved to table this 

item until the next Council meeting so he can work something out with Garkane Energy. 

Council member Wilson seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members 

Stowe, Porter, Orme, Lyman and Wilson voting aye.  

 

STREET MOWER 

Mayor Torgersen explained the yellow mower used for street mowing is nearing the end of its 

life and we cannot get parts for it. Mayor Torgersen said Terry Olsen got a bid for a new eXmark 

96- inch Lazer Z diesel mower for $44,399.00.  Mayor Torgersen said it is important to keep our 

streets mowed. Council member Lyman said he likes the proposed mower because you can get 

around things easily, and it looks like it has all the specs we need. Mayor Torgersen said the city 

owns three eXmark mowers and they are good machines. Council member Wilson said he likes 

having all the same brand of mowers. City Recorder Steed said if the Council moves forward 

with the proposed mower Mr. Olsen asked if we could purchase two sets of new blades with it. 

Council member Wilson moved to purchase the proposed street mower and two sets of 

blades. Council member Lyman seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council 

members Wilson, Lyman, Porter, Orme and Stowe voting aye.  
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DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

City Recorder Steed had nothing to report at this time.  

 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

The Public Works Department was not present at said meeting. 

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 

BILL WEPPNER 

Mr. Weppner said the Fire Department has had two calls since the last Council meeting. Mr. 

Weppner said they had a dumpster fire at Outfitters and did traffic control for a motorcycle 

accident.  

 

Mr. Weppner said they continue making progress on fixing ladder one. 

 

COUNCIL REPORTS 

MAYOR MELANI TORGERSEN 

Mayor Torgersen said the annual splash pad day was a success.  

 

COUNCIL MEMBER CHAD LYMAN 

Council member Lyman had nothing to report at this time.  

  

COUNCIL MEMBER LENZA WILSON 

Council member Wilson said he is filling in holes around the Airport fence so animals cannot get 

in.  

 

Council member Wilson said on the South side of the Airport Hangers the wind is blowing sand 

against the fence. Council member Wilson said he is removing the sand.  

 

Council member Wilson said the contractor will be back to do the final painting on the Airport 

Runway in three weeks.  

 

Council member Wilson said he will be installing a timer on the splash pad, so it is only operable 

during daylight hours.  

 

Council member Wilson said he has been doing maintenance on the water tank agitator. 

    

COUNCIL MEMBER BLAINE PORTER 

Council member Porter had nothing to report at this time.  

 

COUNCIL MEMBER MARLENE STOWE 

Council member Stowe had nothing to report at this time. 

 

COUNCIL MEMBER SALLY ORME 

Council member Orme had nothing to report at this time. 
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UNPAID BILLS 

Council member Orme moved to pay the unpaid bills. Council member Lyman seconded 

the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Orme, Lyman, Wilson and 

Porter voting aye.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

There was no executive session needed at this time.  

  

Council member Stowe moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:56 p.m. 

Council member Lyman seconded the motion. Motion carried with all in favor. 

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________

Stephanie Steed, MMC 

City Recorder 

Date minutes approved: July 16, 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


